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I often meet people who, upon learning that I am in the golf 

FRXUVH� GHVLJQ� EXVLQHVV�� VD\� VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH� ³VR� \RX¶UH� WKH�
JX\� ,� VKRXOG� EODPH� IRU�PDNLQJ� WKH� JROI� FRXUVHV� VR� KDUG´���
The reality is, as golf course architects, our goal isn’t usually 

WR� PDNH� JROI� GLI¿FXOW�� � 2XU� JRDO� LV� XVXDOO\� WR� FUHDWH� DQ�
H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� LV� IXQ� IRU� WKH� DYHUDJH� JROIHU� ZKLOH�� DW� WKH�
same time, provide enough strategy and interest to challenge 

the more skilled golfer.  

WHAT DRIVES DESIGN?
The way we design a public golf course is often very different 

from the way we design a private course. At a private club, 

the skill level of the average golfer is usually somewhat 

higher than the skill level of the golfer at a public golf course.  

The National Golf Foundation tells us that the average golfer 

VKRRWV�D�VFRUH�RI�MXVW�RYHU�����DQG�WKDW�RQO\���SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�
JROIHUV�VFRUH�LQ�WKH���V���2QO\����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�JROIHUV�KDYH�
86*$�KDQGLFDSV���,Q�IDFW��ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�PDQ\�JROIHUV�GRQ¶W�
FRQVLGHU� WKHPVHOYHV�JROIHUV�DW�DOO�� � ,QVWHDG� WKH\�SOD\� MXVW�D�
few times a year simply for fun and the social interaction - 

not for the strategy or the challenge.  The fact that you are 

reading this article probably means you consider yourself a 

golfer.  My goal as a golf course architect is usually to design 

D�JROI�KROH�RU�D�JROI�FRXUVH�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�HQMR\���,Q�SDUW��
we do that with multiple teeing areas, carefully designed 

landing areas and strategically placed bunkers and hazards.  

In my mind, the gauge of a well-designed golf course is one 

WKDW�KDV�HLJKWHHQ�JRRG�JROI�KROHV�±�QRW�¿IWHHQ�JRRG�KROHV�DQG�
two or three holes that are quirky or unsafe.  To improve your 

opportunity to shoot lower scores, it may be helpful to try to 

understand the architect’s vision and thought process.

PREFERRED ROUTE TO THE GREEN
(YHU\�JROI�KROH�KDV�D�SUHIHUUHG�URXWH�WR�WKH�JUHHQ���<RXU�UROH�
as a golfer should be to discover that route and to then attempt 

WR�QDYLJDWH�WKH�KD]DUGV�E\�H[HFXWLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�VKRWV���&RXUVHV�
that allow you to simply pull driver hole after hole and bang 

the ball down the fairway are not nearly as interesting as 

those courses that require you to make decisions about the 

placement of your shot in order to approach the green from 

the most receptive angle or to avoid having to carry a hazard 

on your approach shot.

One of the ways that architects try to create some strategy and 

interest is to consider the placement of hazards and to create 

SUHIHUUHG�DQJOHV�RI�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�JUHHQ���$�JRRG�H[DPSOH�
RI�WKLV�LV�1R�����DW�,VODQG�9LHZ�*ROI�&OXE�LQ�:DFRQLD�ZKHUH��
in 2010, we moved the entire fairway closer to the water on 

the right side.  As a result, a drive that is pushed to the right 

now requires an approach that not only has to carry the water 

but also must carry one of two large greenside bunkers to get 

to the green.  On the other hand, a drive positioned up the left 

side of the fairway doesn’t require the golfer to contend with 

HLWKHU�ZDWHU�RU�VDQG���$V�DQ�DGGHG�WZLVW��ORQJ�KLWWHUV�ZLOO�¿QG�
that a large tree on the left makes it a challenge to approach 

D�OHIW�SLQ�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�D�KLJK�ORIWHG�ZHGJH���6R��PRVW�RI�WKH�
time, the preferred shot may actually be to lay back to allow 

for a seven or eight iron on the approach. 

6WDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�WHH��WKH�JROIHU�VKRXOG�ORRN�WR�VHH�ZKHUH�WKH�SLQ�
is cut and then attempt to identify the best route to the green.  

DO SOME RESEARCH
We all know that the more you play a course the more 

familiar you become with the routing and the better you tend 

WR�SOD\���$IWHU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�RU�WZR��\RX�OHDUQ�ZKHUH�WR�KLW�WKH�
EDOO�DQG�ZKDW�DUHDV�WR�DYRLG���6R��QH[W�WLPH�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
SOD\�D�FRXUVH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��LW�PD\�EH�KHOSIXO�WR�GR�VRPH�
UHVHDUFK���%HIRUH�\RX�SOD\��YLVLW�WKH�FRXUVH¶V�ZHEVLWH�WR�VHH�
if they’ve posted descriptions of the holes or the architect’s 

comments.

If the website doesn’t offer any insight, try visiting Google 

(DUWK�RU�DQ\�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�ZHEVLWHV�WR�JHW�DQ�LGHD�IRU�KRZ�
to play the hole.  Also, when you check in, see if the course 

RIIHUV�D�\DUGDJH�ERRN���3KRWRV�DQG�GUDZLQJV�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�LQ�
the yardage book or checking the yardages and notes on the 

scorecard can give you some insight into how the architect 

envisioned playing the hole or which plan of attack might 

give you the best chance at birdie.   

TRICKS AND ILLUSIONS
0DQ\�DUFKLWHFWV�OLNH�WR�UHXVH�WKH�VDPH�WULFNV�RU�LGHDV���1H[W�
WLPH� \RX� SOD\� D� QHZ� FRXUVH�� VHH� LI� \RX� FDQ�¿QG� RXW�ZKR�
WKH� DUFKLWHFW� ZDV� WKDW� GHVLJQHG� WKH� FRXUVH�� � 3HUVRQDOO\�� ,�
tend to dislike hidden bunkers or hazards behind greens but 

some architects do this on a regular basis – particularly on 

VKRUW�SDU�IRXUV�DQG�VKRUW�SDU�¿YHV���'RQDOG�5RVV�LV�ZLGHO\�
renowned for his turtleback greens and steep falloffs or 

,VODQG�9LHZ�����'UDZLQJ
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deep greenside bunkering off the backside.  Knowing who the architect was may help you 

identify the problem areas and a strategy that suits your game.  

6RPH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�KROHV�DUH�VKRUW�SDU� IRXUV�ZKHUH�,�DVN� WKH�JROIHU� WR�GHFLGH�RQ� WKH� WHH�
whether they are going to lay up to play conservatively or pull driver and risk bogey or double 

ERJH\���6KRUW�SDU�IRXUV�DQG�VKRUW�SDU�¿YHV�DUH�JRRG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�D�JUHHQ�WKDW�
UXQV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�WHH�WR�UHTXLUH�D�KLJK�VRIW�DSSURDFK�RU�D�SLWFK�ZLWK�VSLQ���*RRG�H[DPSOHV�
RI�WKLV�DUH�1R�����DW�7KH�5HIXJH�LQ�2DN�*URYH��1R�����DW�'HHU�5XQ�LQ�9LFWRULD�RU�WKH�QHZ�1R��
��DW�*UDQG�1DWLRQDO���,Q������DW�*UDQG�1DWLRQDO��ZH�EXLOW�D�QHZ�VKRUW�SDU�IRXU�WKDW�SOD\V�MXVW�
����\DUGV�IURP�WKH�WLSV���$�JRRG�GULYH�OHDYHV�D�ZHGJH�WR�WKH�JUHHQ�EXW�D�VKHOI�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
of the green can run an aggressively struck ball away from the approach and off the back of 

WKH�JUHHQ���6R��WR�KROG�WKH�JUHHQ��WKH�JROIHU�QHHGV�DQ�DFFXUDWH�ZHGJH�ZLWK�VRPH�VSLQ�RU�D�VKRW�
that lands on the front and feeds to the back.  

Another trick is to use water that gets progressively narrower or a series of fairway bunkers 

that get progressively smaller to create the illusion that a golf hole or landing area is longer 

than it really is.  One of the most common illusions is to position raised bunkers in the 

approach to the green so that the green appears tightly bunkered when in fact the bunkers may 

EH����WR����\DUGV�VKRUW�RI�WKH�JUHHQ���

1H[W�WLPH�\RX�SOD\�JROI��GR�VRPH�UHVHDUFK�DKHDG�RI�WLPH�DQG�WU\�WR�GHFLSKHU�WKH�DUFKLWHFW¶V�YLVLRQ�
DQG�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�WKH�KROHV��6LPSO\�SXOOLQJ�GULYHU�LVQ¶W�DOZD\V�WKH�EHVW�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VFRUH�ORZ�

.HYLQ�1RUE\� LV� WKH�RZQHU� DQG�SULQFLSOH�RI�+HUIRUW�1RUE\�*ROI�$UFKLWHFWV�EDVHG�
LQ�&KDVND��0LQQHVRWD� DQG� LV� D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�$PHULFDQ�6RFLHW\�RI�*ROI�&RXUVH�
Architects.  

,Q�������.HYLQ�ZLOO�EH�ZULWLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�HLJKW�DUWLFOHV�IRU�7HH�7LPHV�PDJD]LQH���

5HFHQW�SURMHFWV�LQFOXGH�UHQRYDWLRQV�DW�7KH�0LQLNDKGD�&OXE�DQG�3HEEOH�&UHHN�*ROI�
&OXE�LQ�0LQQHVRWD��&RDO�&UHHN�*ROI�&OXE�LQ�'HQYHU��&RORUDGR�DQG�6XQELUG�*ROI�
&OXE�LQ�3KRHQL[��$UL]RQD��

<RX�PD\�FRQWDFW�.HYLQ�DW�JROIQRUE\#HDUWKOLQN�QHW 
or by visiting www.herfortnorby.com 

or ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�.HYLQ1RUE\*ROI

*UDQG�1DWLRQDO�*ROI�&OXE���
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Crystal Lake

Golf Club
New This Spring!

Expanded Driving Range, Wedding Gazebo & Practice Bunker

2013 Memberships Available!
7 Days A Week Walking - $975 + Tax
7 Days A Week w/Cart - $1375 + Tax

7 Day Advance Tee Times

Call 952-432-6566
For Additional Information
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